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Ilr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

h„  the  year  further  consolidation  of  existing  health  services 

shadoS  bU  ^  t0  day  W°rk  haS  to  a  6reat  extent  been  over' 

IJational  Heel^  “Pe?dln«  ^-organisation  of  Local  Government  and  the 
national  Health  Service,  both  scheduled  to  take  place  on  1st  April, 1974. 

„„  Primary  health  team  care  is  now  accepted  as  the  normal  pattern  of 
general  practice  throughout  the  country.  Groups  of  general 

dis?w^°nerS  With/ttached  nursing  staff  comprising  health  visitors, 
district  nurses  and  midwives  work  together  as  a  team  either  from 

purpose  built  health  centres  or  from  group  practice  premises. 

As  many  of  the  problems  which  present  themselves  to  general 
practitioners  have,  as  their  main  element,  a  social  factor  or  cause 
it  is  important  that  the  links  between  the  health  services  and  social 

^rcountve^artment  C°ntiT  t0  bS  stren^ened.  In  msny  health  centres 
and  county  clinics  accommodation  has  been  provided  for  the  social 

services  department  to  hold  family  advisory  sessions.  It  is  important 
that  all  primary  health  care  teams  are  able  to  obtain  regular  help  from 
a  member  of  the  social  services  department.  One  way  of^chLving 

f0r,a  nominated  social  services  officer  to  be  responsible  for 
tgular  contact  with  particular  group  practices.  This  is  already 
I  t,  m  certain  parts  of  the  county  and  its  extension  is  not 
new  rJ^r^  ^  essential.  Anticipating  closer  links  between  the 
al  health  service  and  the  social  services  departments  of 
local  authorities  after  the  1st  April,  1974  this  is  one  example  of  the 

bpLmWhfClthe  !W°  services  can  be  bought  closer  together  for  the 
benefit  of  the  patient  or  the  client. 

1q+  TThe  intefT^ed  child  health  screening  programme  introduced  on  the 
1st  January,  1972,  is  working  well.  Children  are  screened  at  pre¬ 
determined  ages  and  these  simple  checks  are  undertaken  alternately  by 
doctors  and  nurses  who  have  received  special  training.  The  child  is 
seen  at  the  age  of  6  weeks,  9  months,  2  years  and  3  years.  At  A-l 

years  he  will  be  invited  for  a  pre-school  medical  examination  as  at 
present • 


•  T,  ,th  screening  procedures  have  been  continued  and  extended.  These 
include  arrangements  for  cervical  cytology  and  the  testing  of  female 

ff°m  schools  ^  other  departments  for  their  immunity  to  Rubella. 
The  latter  can  now  be  offered  vaccination  which  gives  protection  to 
subsequent  unborn  children  from  the  adverse  effects  of  German  measles. 

.  The  Greater  part  of  this  report  deals  with  a  wide  variety  of 
environmental  health  matters  which  have  been  dealt  with  during  the  year, 
supervision  and  surveillance  of  communicable  diseases  cases  and 

P^hT^w  C?+u1?UeS  ^  d6m£md  a  considerable  portion  of  the  time  of  the 
?6albh  The  importation  of  infectious  diseases  from 

tropical  and  sub-tropical  regions  is  a  constant  hazard  especially  due 
to  the  rapidity  of  modern  air  travel  and  such  serious  diseases  as 
smallpox. can  be  introduced  into  the  country  in  this  way.  The  trend 
or  oreign  holidays  continues  and  this  in  turn  is  reflected  in  an 

asnectSof °VhS  PubliC  Health  InsPect°rate  in  this  important 
aspect  of  the  control  of  communicable  disease. 

,  1S.my  °Pinion  that  the  radical  changes  which  will  occur  in 

traditional  public  health  departments  in  1974  has  been  made  possible 

S  ^  Painstakin£  work  of  ^e  Public  Health  Inspectors  on  the  one 
hand  and  by  the  continued  programme  of  immunisation  and  vaccination 
on  the  other.  The  general  public  now  take  for  granted,  and  indeed 

hPal'th’  Clean  air,,clean  food»  clean  water  and  many  other  aspects  of  a 
healthy  environment,  * 


■ 
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; 

. 

' 

It  is  only  by  thorough  day  to  day  work  that  the  public  health 
inspectors  have  been  able  to  bring  this  about  and  they  are  to  be 
congratulated  on  the  many  successes  which  they  have  achieved  in  the 
environmental  field  since  1948.  It  is  absolutely  essential  that 
their  work  continues  and  that  after  1st  April,  1974  the  closest  links 
are  maintained  between  the  new  local  government  district  environmental 
officers  and  the  medical  officers  of  the  new  Area  Health  Authority. 
There  are  still  many  serious  infectious  diseases  and  conditions  which 
for  their  control  need  the  closest  co-operation  between  Doctors  and 
Public  Health  Inspectors. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  Musgrave,  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector,  and  his  staff  for  their  loyalty  and  support,  to  the  Clerk 
and  Chief  Officers  of  the  Council  for  their  help  and  advice,  and  to 
the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Committee  for  their  constant 
co-opera.tion. 


Yours  obediently, 

J.  E.  O'MALLEY 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


October,  1973 
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To:  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Northwich  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

In  my  first  full  year  as  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  the  work  of 
the  department  has  been  increasingly  overshadowed  by  local  government 
reorganisation,  the  preparations  for  this  major  reform  of  the  present 
system  has  necessitated  members  of  the  department  spending  many  hours  in 
the  collation  of  information.  By  the  end  of  the  year  this  information 
was  being  used  by  the  various  sub-groups  of  inspectors  from  the  four 

merging  authorities  to  compile  reports  for  submission  to  the  main  working 
party. 

The  time  spent  during  the  summer  months  in  tracing  and  keeping  under 
surveillance  persons  returning  from  holidays  abroad  with  communicable 
diseases  increases  yearly,  and  this  trend  seems  likely  to  continue.  The 
work  of  tracing  these  holidaymakers  and  their  contacts  is  not  only  time 
consuming  but  must  be  handled  with  great  tact  because  it  is  essential  that 
all  necessary  measures  are  taken  to  protect  the  public  health,  including 
the  exclusion  of  persons  from  work  who  may  be  perfectly  healthy. 

Factory  farming  methods  and  the  disposal  of  waste  from  these  premises 
continue  to  give  rise  to  numerous  complaints  of  aerial  nuisance  but  no 
satisfactory  answers  to  the  problems  have  yet  been  found.  The 
Department  of  the  Environment  has  established  a  Working  Party  to  examine 
these  problems  and  I  gave  verbal  evidence  to  the  Farming  Sub-Group  of  this 
working  party.  Although  the  report  has  not  yet  been  published  I  would 
hope  that  it  will  contain  concrete  proposals  to  alleviate  an  increasing 
source  of  nuisance  in  rural  areas. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Association  of  Public  Health  Inspectors 
commented  adversely  on  the  Confederation  of  British  Industry’s  concept 
of  a  noise  inspectorate  employed  by  central  government  similar  to  the 
Alkali  and  Clean  Air  Inspectorate.  I  agree  wholeheartedly  with  the 
comments  because  to  be  effective  air  pollution  and  noise  control  must  be 
administered  locally  and  in  close  liaison  with  the  planning  authority. 
Central  inspectorates  cannot  act  as  quickly  as  local  authorities  upon 
complaints  from  the  general  public. 

I  would  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  for 
their  support,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  his  help  and  all  members 
of  the  department  for  their  continued  loyalty  and  support. 


Yours  obediently, 
W.  P.  MUSGRAVE 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


October,  1973. 
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SECTION  T 

general  and  vital  statistics 


1.  GENERAL  STATISTICS  1971/72 


|  1971 

1972 

Population 

Area  (in  acres) 

Rateable  Value  -  1.  4.  73. 

Product  of  Ip  Rate  -  Estimated 

Estimated  number  of  dwellings 

_ 

43,450 

57,017 

£1,530,778 

£15,249 

15,052 

i 

43,760 

57,017 

£4,243,647 

£40,650 

15,512 

2.  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births 

Males 

Females 

England 

Total 

&  Wales 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

299 

11 

294 

17 

593 

28 

310 

311 

621 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

14.2 

Corrected  Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000 

population  (Comparability  factor  I.04) 

14.2 

14.8 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of 

total  births 

5.0 

9.0 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Still  Births 

4 

2 

6 

Live  and  Still  Births 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000 

314 

313 

627 

total  live  and  still  births 

10.0 

12.0 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Yea-r 

of  Age 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

5 

4 

9 

Illegitimate 

Totals 

5 

4 

9 

Infant  Mortality  Rata 


Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births 

Neo -natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  four 

14.0 

17.0 

weeks  per  1,000  total  live  births) 

Early  Neo -natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under 

14.0 

12.0 

one  week  per  1,000  total  live  births) 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (Still  births  and 
deaths  under  one  week  combined  per  1,000 

14.0 

10.0 

total  live  and  still  births) 

24.0 

22.0 

Deaths  due  to  pregnancy, childbirth, abortion 

Nil 

-  2  - 


DEATHS 

All  causes 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population 


Males  . Fenales  Total 
254  238 


England 

&  Wales 


Corrected  death  rates  per  1,000 

population  (Comparability  factor  1.10) 


492 

11.2 

12.3 


12.  1 


NOTE:  The  corrected  birth  and  death  rates  are  those  which  are  obtained 
when  the  crude  local  rates  are  adjusted  to  make  allowance  for  the  way  in 
which  the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  local  population  differs  from 
that  for  England  and  Wales.  The  corrected  rates  are  comparable  with 
the  crude  rates  for  England  and  Wales,  and  the  corresponding  adjusted 
rates  for  any  other  areas. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Males  Females  Total 


1. 

Enteritis  and  Other  Diarrhoeal  Diseases 

— 

1 

1 

2. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Oesophagus 

2 

- 

2 

3- 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

8 

4 

12 

4. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 

10 

8 

18 

5. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Larynx 

- 

1 

1 

6. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

13 

6 

19 

7. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

- 

12 

12 

8. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

- 

8 

8 

9. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate 

4 

- 

4 

10. 

Leukaemia 

2 

3 

5 

11. 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 

15 

9 

24 

12. 

Benign  and  Unspecifieid  Neoplasms 

1 

- 

1 

13. 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

2 

2 

4 

14. 

Anaemias 

— 

3 

3 

15. 

Mental  Disorders 

1 

- 

1 

16. 

Multiple  Sclerosis 

- 

1 

1 

17. 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

- 

2 

2 

18. 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

4 

1 

5 

19. 

Hypertensive  Disease 

4 

4 

8 

20. 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

79 

48 

127 

21. 

Other  forms  of  Heart  Disease 

12 

20 

32 

22. 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

21 

51 

72 

23. 

Other  Disease  of  Circulatory  System 

10 

8 

18 

24. 

Influenza 

1 

3 

4 

25. 

Pneumonia 

10 

15 

25 

26. 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

24- 

6 

30 

27. 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

5 

3 

8 

28. 

Peptic  Ulcer 

4 

1 

5 

29. 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 

- 

2 

2 

30. 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

- 

1 

1 

31. 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

1 

2 

3 

32. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

2 

1 

3 

33. 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-Urinary  System 

1 

2 

3 

34. 

Diseases  of  Musculo-skeleta.1  system 

— 

1 

1 

35. 

Congenital  Anomalies 

2 

2 

4 

36. 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour,  etc. 

2 

1 

3 

37. 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 

2 

1 

3 

38. 

Symptoms  and  Ill-defined  Conditions 

1 

3 

4 

39. 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

8 

- 

8 

40. 

All  Other  Accidents 

3 

1 

4 

41. 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries 

- 

1 

1 

TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES 


254  238 


492 
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SECTION  II 

HEALTH  SERVICES 


,V_  .  Infornation  concerning  the  statutory  and  voluntary  Health  and 
welfare  Services  in  the  area  may  be  obtained  from  the  Divisional 
edical  Officer  at  the  County  Offices,  Watling  Street,  Northwich, 
Tel.  No.  Northwich  3961. 


2.  HOSPITAL  FACILITIES 

..  Northwich  Rural  District,  apart  from  Tarporley,  lies  within 

the  Manchester  Regional  Hospital  Board's  area,  whose  offices  are  at 
Cheetwood  Road,  Manchester,  8.  Tel.  No.  Deansgate  6441;  Tarporley 
being  within  the  Liverpool  Regional  Hospital  Board's  area,  whose 

offices  are  at  Pearl  Assurance  House,  55  Castle  Street,  Liverpool, 2. 
Tel.  No.  Central  8464 


3.  GENERAL  PRACTITIONER  SERVICES 

The  District  lies  within  the  area  of  the  Cheshire  Executive  Council, 
whose  offices  are  at  28,  Nicholas  Street,  Chester.  Tel. No.  Chester  23158. 


4.  AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

The  ambulance  service  is  provided  by  the  County  Council  and  is 
under  radio  control  from  central  control  at  the  County  Hall,  Chester. 
All  999  calls  made  by  members  of  the  public  are  immediately  connected 
to  this  central  control.  The  arrangements  for  non-urgent  calls  is 
that  the  patient  or  general  practitioner  should  ring  Northwich  Depot  • 
Tel.  No.  Northwich  3355. 


SECTION  III 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  following  are  the  infectious  diseases  notified  for  the  years 
1971  and  1972. 


Disease 

Cases  Notified 

1971 

1972 

Food  Poisoning 

2 

1 

Measles 

216 

151 

Scarlet  Fever 

23 

11 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2 

•  1 

Whooping  Cough 

8 

Infectious  Hepatitis 

1 

Malaria 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  1 

-  - — - — - — - i 

-» 

1 

1 

-  4  - 


SECTION  IV 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Statement  of  Inspections  Made 

GENERAL  ENVIRONMENT 

Dwelling  Houses,  Housing  Acts  515 

Dwelling  Houses, ,*  Public  Health  Acts  152 

Improvement  Grants  193 

Offices,  Shops  &  Railway  Premises  Act  382 

Caravan  Sites  12 

Infectious  Diseases  139 

Disinfection  of  Premises 

Disinfestation  of  Premises  44 

Sanitary  Accommodation  &  Public  Conveniences  48 

Drainage,  Septic  Tanks,  etc.  273 

Water  Courses  and  Ditches  69 

Water  Supply  1 

Effluvium  Nuisances  &  Offensive  Accummulations  74 

Refuse  Collection,  Disposal  and  tips  850 

Rodent  and  Pest  Control  2238 

Keeping  of  Animals  8 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  19 

Intensive  Farming  Practices  57 

Air  Pollution  and  Smoke  Observations  41 

Schools  1 

Hairdressing  Establishments  3 

Gypsy  Encatapmehts  95 

Abandoned  vehicles  73 

Education  20 

Civic  Amenities  Act  437 

Miscellaneous  Visits  and  Interviews  272 

Home  Safety  .  3 

Transport  I46 

FOOD  HYGIENE 

Meat  Inspection  at  Slaughterhouses  1333 

Other  Food  Inspection  19 

Butchers  48 

Fishmongers  6 

Grocers  and  Greengrocers  64 

Bakehouses  20 

Fried  Fish  Shops  8 

Licensed  Premises,  Hotels  and  Restaurants  52 

Poultry  Packing  Station  308 

General  -  Sweets,  Tobacco,  etc.  18 

Ice-Cream  Manufacturers  and  Dealers  7 

Dairies  and  Milk  Dealers  14 

Vehicles  delivering  milk  and  food  49 

Canteens  18 

Open  Air  Sporting  Events  6 

Food  and  Drugs  Administration  30 

Slaughterhouse  Inspections  16 

FACTORIES 

Factories  -  Power  40 

Building  sites  3 

SAMPLING 

Specimens  taken  in  connection  with  Infectious  Diseases  50 


TOTAL  8355 


GENERAL 


causing  a  during  the  y®“  detergent  foam  was 

determent  fror  ^  In  ??  T  “  Winchaxa*  Investigations  revealed  that 
drains  ^  chenicaI  works  was  entering  a  watercourse  via  land 

alternate™  arWf8  fre  8ealed  “d  the  owner  of  the  works  made 

lternative  arrangements  for  the  disposal  of  surplus  detergent. 

ct  61Q^fienCeT  f°r  ^he  peJformanCe  of  PlaNs  were  issued  under  the  Theatres 
ftV  1968  Inspection  of  premises  prior  to  the  issue  of  the  licence  is 
carried  out  by  this  department  and  the  fire  officer. 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT.  196^ 

tandard  at  registered  premises  remained  on  a  par  with  previous 
ofth'J  h  na°°^ty  °f  contraventions  being  of  a  minor  nature,  examples 
of  these  being  the  misplacing  of  Abstracts  or  the  failure  to  replace 
thermometers  following  the  redecoration  of  the  premises. 

tpkJifr8  n°ted  that  °n  a  nmber  °f  occasions  where  a  new  employer  had 
Z  pr.enises»  especially  small  shops,  the  occupiers,  and  in  some 
cases  the  employees,  had  no  knowledge  of  the  requirements  of  the  Act/ 
o  remedy  this  an  arrangement  has  been  made  with  the  County  Fire  Brigade 
v?fr/Xffge  °f  infomatio»  in  order  that  these  premises  can  be 
the  Act.  earUest  possible  opportunity  to  ensure  compliance  with 


A  further  example  of  co-operation  between  enforcing  authorities  is 
that  any  contraventions  of  the  Act  noted  whilst  inspecting  premises  under 
the  Factories  Act,  196l,  are  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  factories 

brouf tf1Cf thlS  resulted  in  the  lighting  in  an  office  block  being 
brought  up  to  the  required  standard. 

bTvl.f®  danfr  involved  in  the  use  of  high  pressure  CO  cylinders  was 
rought  to  the  attention  of  a  number  of  publicans  and  ?his  has  resulted 

when  emCtllnderS  belng  pr°perly  seCured  when  in  use  and  correctly  stored 

butcher's  shop  electrical  wiring  from  a  till  and  a  refrigerator 
railed  across  the  landing  at  the  head  of  the  stairs  and  as  if  to 
emphasize  the  danger  the  wires  had  also  been  joined  and  taped  at  this 
1,1  The  employer,  after  the  serious,  possibly  fatal,  consequences 
en  exPlamed,  stated  that  he  had  never  considered  the  danger. 

As  the  return  shows  no  prosecutions  were  made  during  the  year  and 
in  only  one  case  was  it  necessary  to  threaten  the  employer  with  legal 
action.  At  the  premises  concerned  shot-gun  cartridges  were  stored  in 
a  metal  cupooard  adjacent  to  an  open  fire.  The  occupier  and  his 
employee  refused,  at  first,  to  discontinue  the  practise  because  they 
C^n^la®rec  dbls  bo  be  completely  satisfactory  but  when  the  provisions 
ol  beet ion  22  were  fully  explained  they  agreed  to  store  the  cartridges 
in  a  safer  position. 

No  accidents  were  reported  to  the  Department  during  the  year  and 
none  were  discovered  from  questioning  employees,  although  from  the 
cases  quoted  above,  it  would  appear  that  in  some  instances  good  fortune 
and  not  good  management  prevented  accidents  occuring. 

of  F^ctories°WinS  GXtraCt  iS  froa  the  statut°ry  return  to  H.  M.  Inspector 


TABLE  A 
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Registration  and  General  Inspection 


Class  of  Premises 

No.  of  Premises 
registered 
during  the  year 

Total  No. 
Registered 
Premises  at 
end  of  year 

No.  of  Regist¬ 
ered  premises 
receiving  a 
general  insp¬ 
ection  during 
the  year 

Offices 

3 

19 

10 

Retail  shops 

4 

101 

92 

Wholesale  shops  and 
Warehouses 

— 

1 

1 

Catering  establishments 
open  to  the  public, 
canteens 

Sm 

29 

22 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

- 

- 

TOTALS 

7 

150 

125 

TABLE  B 

No.  of  visits  of  all  kinds  (including  general 

inspections)  to  registered  premises  .  195 


TABLE  C 

Analysis  of  persons  employed  in  registered  premises 


Class  of  Workplace 

No.  of  persons  employed 

Offices 

221 

Retail  Shops 

358 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 

23 

Catering  establishments  open  to 
the  public 

160 

Canteens 

8 

Fuel  storage  depots 

- 

Total 

770 

Total  :  Males 

310 

Total  :  Females 

460 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

Part  1  of  the  Act 


7 


Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


. 

Number  of 

Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Prosec¬ 

uted 

Factories  with  mechanical 

Power  . 

101 

34 

[ 

3 

Factories  without 
mechanical  power 

2 

Other  premises  . . . 

8 

6 

3 

- 

TOTALS 

111 

40 

6 

- 

Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 

Particulars 

Found 

i 

I 

Remedied 

Referrec 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

which  pro¬ 
secutions 
were  made 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

1 

i  i 

Overcrowding 

- 

— 

. 

Unreasonable  Temperature 

- 

- 

_ 

Inadequate  Ventilation 

- 

— 

|  Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(a)  Insufficient 

3 

3 

2 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

3  | 

3 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

i 

- 

- 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (Not  including  offences 
relating  to  outwork) 

- 

— 

~T 

1 

TOTALS 

7 

7 

- - - 

2 

{ 

- 

OUTWORKERS 


There  are  no  outworkers  registered  within  the  district. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 

Supplied  by:-  Mid  Cheshire  Water  Board, 

The  Grange, 

Hartford,  Northwich. 

Tel.  No.  Northwich  74263 

143  samples  of  water  were  taken  during  the  year  and  all  were^ 
satisfactory.  No  complaints  were  received  from  householders  during 
the  year  and  the  supply  is  not  plumbo-solvent. 

The  Water  Board  have  informed  me  that  no  premises  in  the  district 
are  now  supplied  by  means  of  a  standpipe. 

The  following  table  shows  the  parishes  in  which  some  dwellings  still 
have  private  water  supplies 


!  Parish 

No. of  Premises 

Population 

Source  of 

Supply 

Darnhall 

6 

20 

Spring 

Little  Leigh 

1 

3 

Spring 

Marton 

1 

4 

Spring 

1 

All  sources  of  private  supply  were  satisfactory. 


SEWERAGE  iRD  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

1  am  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  B.  Birtwistle,  Engineer  and  Surveyor  to  the 
Council,  for  the  following  information 

Conberbach 

The  extension  to  provide  for  future  requirements  in  accordance  with 
the  village  plan  and  to  take  additional  flow  from  iintrobus  in  Runcorn 
Rural  District  were  completed  during  the  year. 

Mars ton  Pumping  Scheme  -  Ollershaw  Lane 

A  pumping  station  to  pump  sewage  from  a  group  of  houses  in  Ollershaw 
Lane  to  the  works  in  Higher  Marston  was  completed  during  the  year. 

East  Barnton  Sewerage  Scheme 

Work  on  the  improvement  of  the  sewage  works  and  the  extension  of 
sewers  to  the  development  in  East  Barnton  proceeded  satisfactorily  during 
the  year. 

Acton  Bridge  Pumping  Scheme 

The  scheme  for  connecting  premises  in  the  Warrington  Road  area 
received  County  Council  permission  and  it  proceeded  to  tender  stage. 


Wincham  Sewage  Disposal  Wrorks  Extension 

Minor  extensions  to  the  works  at  Wincham  were  completed  during  the 
year  to  provide  for  additional  flow  from  the  Bucklow  Rural  District  area 
which  is  to  be  drained  to  the  Wincham  system. 

Tarporley  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme 

Design  work  commenced  on  reconstruction  works  with  a  view  to  the 
work  being  started  in  1973  following  the  determination  of  proposals  by 
the  Planning  Authority  for  development  in  the  village. 
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Mart on  Sewerage  Scheme 

During  the  year  work  commenced  on  the  rerlacpnont  nr  „  n  , 

in  the  Parish  by  pumping  stations  which  will  diteWg!  tete  te  “ 

works.  In  „  XJ"  aiscnarS6  into  the  remaining 

areS  Of  Lf  !  *he  sewera6e  astern  was  extended  to  serve  several 
£  Wh,10h  iid  n0t  have  the  b<»ofit  of  main  tewerST 

Cuddington  system.13  ^  t0  drain  Lane  into  the 

Little  Leigh  Sewage  Pumping  Scheme 

A  scheme  for  connecting  the  three  small  works  in  the  Parish  to  thp 
tete  faT*™  in  the  Parlsh  whioh  drain  to  the  Bartton  wotks  L 
Council^elatino-  te®  ^  ^  ddS0us8i°n3  t°°k  Place  with  the  County 
Sewerage  lots  “J®  aV“la“e  ^r  the  Rural  Water  Supplies  and 

the  parish?*3'  ®  considerably  reduce  maintenance  in 

Delamere  and  Oakmere  Sewerage  Pumping  Scheme 

At  present  the  sewage  disposal  facilities  in  the  area  consists  of 

dev^oLtnt  STstltf  La  SmallT*rks  at  Hindswell  Gutter  which  serves 
P--nt  in  Stoney  Lane.  It  is  proposed  to  substitute  these  works 

sufficient  3  atl?"S  discharging  to  the  Cuddington  works  where  there  is 
sufficient  capacity.  A  scheme  is  in  the  course  of  prepartion  to 
incorporate  this  proposal  and  to  extend  the  sewage  system  in  Abbev  Lane 
and  to  connect  the  flow  from  Oakmere  Hall  into  the  system. 


District3  h^™6’  uhloh  is.a  i°int  undertaking  with  the  Horthwich  Urban 

te^n^’of  the  T^SSudrS1flifi°antly  dUrinS  the  *>“■  I*  involves  the 
rainage  of  the  Lostock  Gralan  and  Wincham  Areas  to  a  pumping  station 

to  thS  prba?  ^strict»  the  substitution  of  a  pumping  station^discharging 
TOW  «  fCt(at  Hartford,  a  link  between  the  Davenham  ^  ® 

“rks  tSyS?e”  8nd  a  SiDllar  link-up  with  the  Rudheath 

to  reeofv  h®  Drba^Llstrlot  sre  reconstructing  their  Wallersoote  works 
to  receive  the  additional  flow.  At  the  end  of  the  year  design  work 

with  theXbanT  l  •Ti«“ble  aHount  °f  consulta«°u  had  taken  place 

Department  0“  °0nSUltantS’  the  RiTCr8  B°«d  and  the 


for  seven  under  Seoti°n  47  (iv)  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936 

•  conversions,  but  as  stated  previously  the  maioritv  of 

^e  eUgteL3?:  n°W  "fie"  C0nprehe"8iTO  •<*«..  of  improvement  1and°^ 

^itees  with  nffw!3  <.Under  the  H°USing  Aot  196?-  remaining 

a  n?tes  »!,  h  P  =l°sets  are  mainly  in  areas  where  the  provision  of 

ff  Hi  i3®!  SyEtera  iS  n0t  likely  ln  th®  uear  future  and  eve™ 

available  te^th0  ?erSUade  owners  to  take  advantage  of  the  grants 
available  for  the  improvement  of  property. 

of  niStsoTiiL^3  Wereteoptfd  during  the  year  and  a  weekly  collection 
emntemen?  nf  f  maintained.  The  service  necessitates  the 
employment  of  two  men  and  a  tanker  for  six  days  per  week  throughout  the 


CLEANSING  SERVICE 


The  weekly  collection  of  household  refuse  has  been  maintained  during 
the  year  despite  the  continuing  difficulty  experienced  in  obtaining 
drivers  with  Heavy  Goods  Vehicle  licences.  A  major  contribution  to 
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maintaining  a  regular  service  has  been  the  increased  use  of  polythene 
■bin  liners#  Cost  is  at  present  the  limiting  factor  to  the  extension  of 
the  liner  system  and  they  are  used  in  carefully  selected  areas  where  the 
collection  service  derives  greatest  benefit.  Initially  there  is  some 
objection  from  ratepayers  when  liners  are  introduced  but  the  advantages 
of  this  method  of  collection  quickly  satisfy  the  objectors  and  we  are 
under  continuing  pressure  from  householders  to  extend  the  service. 

Following  trials  polythene  bins  are  now  being  issued  instead  of  the 
traditional  galvanised  bins.  The  new  bins  are  not  only  cheaper  but  now 
have  a  comparable  life  to  galvanised  bins  with  the  added  advantages  of 
easier  handling  and  quietness  in  use. 

The  public  have  responded  admirably  to  these  innovations  and  the 
teething  troubles  experienced  have  been  negligible  compared  to  the 
benefits  gained  by  the  ratepayers* 

Approximately  3 >200  loads  of  refuse  were  disposed  of  by  controlled 
tipping  at  Dalefords  Lane,  Marton.  As  reported  this  tip  is  rapidly 
filling  and  it  is  envisaged  that  it  will  have  been  completely  filled 
early  in  1973.  Investigations  to  find  suitable  areas  within  the 
district  have  proved  unsuccessful,  one  site  thought  suitable  was  the 
subject  of  a  planning  application  but  this  application  was  withdrawn 
following  numerous  objections  on  environmental,  ecological  and  amenity 
grounds.  Negotiations  were  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year  for  joint 
use  of  the  tip  within  the  Northwich  Urban  District  and  this  should 
alleviate  the  problems  to  some  extent,  although  the  long  term  provision 
of  tipping  space  is  still  a  cause  of  concern. 

The  fleet  consists  of 

4  Eagle  Crushloaders  (Replaced  by  Bulkmasters  at  the 

(end  of  the  year.) 

4  Dennis  Bulkmasters 

5  Dennis  Paxits 

2  Dennis  Sideloaders 

1  Bedford  5-ton  lorry 

2  Cesspool  Emptiers  (Bedford  and  Dennis) 

2  Dumpsters 

1  Melford  Sweeper 
1  International  Loader 
1  Land  Rover 

The  department’s  labour  force  comprises 

1  Foreman 
12  Refuse  drivers 
1  Tip  man 
1  Salvage  baler 
1  Sweeper  driver 
27  Labourers 

The  vehicle  workshop  continues  to  be  responsible  for  the  maintainance 
and  repair  of  all  vehicles  in  the  Council’s  fleet.  A  report  was 
presented  to  the  Council  regarding  the  conditions  of  the  existing  vehicles 
in  the  fleet  and  the  difficulties  which  the  Council  would  most  certainly 
face  in  1973  when  the  vehicles  would  require  to  undergo  the  Department  of 
the  Environment  plating  test.  As  a  result  of  this  report  instructions 
have  been  given  for  vehicles  to  be  replaced  where  necessary. 


SALVAGE 

A  Paal  horizontal  baling  press  was  purchased  during  the  year  and . has 
enabled  the  output  of  salvage  to  be  maintained  although  only  one  man  is 
now  employed  on  baling. 
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rihe  amount  of  salvage  collected  during  the  year  was 


Waste  Paper  .  529-96  tonnes 

Scrap  Metal  ...  ...  0. 15  tonnes 


A  total  of  £4,670  was  realised  from  the  sale  of 
materials  during  the  year. 


all  salvaged 


Record  of  Salvage  collected  and  sold  since  inception 


t — — - — 

Year 

Paper 

Tonnes 

Textiles 

Tonnes 

f 

Scrap  Iron 

etc. 

Tonnes 

Miscell- 

aneous 

Tonnes 

Total 

Value 

£ 

1940/71 

1972 

10224.139 

529.960 

300.056 

732.359 

0.150 

58.876 

98,117 

4,670 

TOTALS 

10754.099 

300.056 

732.509 

58.876 

£102,787 

CIVIC  AMENITIES  ACT.  1967 

Work  under  this  Act  continues  to  increase  and  more  sites  for  the 
deposit  of  rubbish  have  been  provided.  The  department  now  collect 
rubbish  from  48  sites  (including  14  private  sites)  within  the  area  and 
there  is  no  doubt  that  the  great  majority  of  residents  appreciate  the 
service,  although  complaints  have  been  received  where  containers  have 
been  placed  too  near  to  dwellinghouses.  The  complaints  arise  because 
of  a  minority  who  persist  in  inconsiderate  use  of  the  sites  by  not 
placing  rubbish  in  the  containers. 

It  is  perhaps  a  reflection  of  society  that  in  some  of  the  larger 
villages  some  children  have  assumed  that  the  sites,  together  with  the 
containers  and  rubbish,  constitute  a  new  type  of  adventure  playground. 
Despite  the  danger  to  the  children,  and  the  additional  work  they  cause 
by  scattering  the  rubbish,  it  has  not  proved  possible  to  discourage 
this  practice  to  any  extent.  This  great  disadvantage  is  outweighed  by 
a  large  reduction  in  the  indiscriminate  tipping  of  refuse  in  the  area. 

4»001  container  loads  were  removed  from  sites  during  the  year  and 
in  addition  108  vehicle  loads  of  extra  rubbish  were  removed  from  the 
sites. 

22  abandoned  cars  were  dealt  with  in  accordance  with  the  Act. 

The  amenity  sweeping  service  provided  by  the  department  has  now 
been  in  operation  for  some  twelve  months  and  has  proved  successful. 

The  areas  swept  are  the  shopping  precincts  in  the  larger  villages,  bus 
shelters  and  garage  sites,  with  litter  picking  when  necessary.  The 
success  of  the  service  is,  I  believe,  indicated  by  the  requests  received 
to  extend  the  areas  swept. 


DESTRUCTION  OF  RATS  AND  MICE 

The  Council's  Rodent  Operative  carried  out  1,711  operational  visits 
on  the  treatment  of  678  premises.  Treatment  of  domestic  premises  is 
free  and  treatment  at  business  premises  is  on  a  rechargeable  basis.  The 
total  income  from  this  source  is  £617.73. 

Continued  difficulty  has  been  experienced  with  the  eradication  of 
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mice,  several  instances  of  warfarin  resistance  being  encountered,  but  the 
increased  use  of  Alphakil  appears  to  be  satisfactory  in  dealing  with  this 
problem. 

The  Council’s  refuse  tip  and  sewage  works  are  also  regularly  treated. 

The  types  of  poison  used  in  control  work  are  Warfarin,  Alphakil,  Drat, 
Di-thoxin  and  Zinc-Phosphide. 

ANNUAL  RETURN  OP  MTS  AND  MICE 

Year  ended  51st  December,  1972 


Type  of  Property 

Non- 

Agricultural 

Agricultural 

Total  number  of  properties 
(including  nearby  premises) 
inspected  following  notification 

556 

32 

Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

257 

20 

(ii)  Mice 

197 

12 

Total  number  of  properties 
inspected  for  rats/mice  for 
reasons  other  than  notification 

45 

45 

Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

45 

56 

(ii)  Mice 

) _ _ _ — 

29 

58 

INSECT  PESTS 

There  was  no  reduction  in  the  number  of  complaints  received  during 
the  year  especially  those  concerning  ants  and  wasps,  the  latter  proving 
extremely  difficult  to  eradicate  on  a  number  of  occasions. 

Several  cases  of  infestations  by  cat  and  dog  fleas  were  also  notified 
during  the  year  and  with  the  mild  winter  it  seems  likely  that  the  number 
of  complaints  regarding  insect  pests  will  increa.se  dramatically  in  1 97 3 • 

It  would  appear  that  a  second  operative  will  be  required  in  the  coming 
year  if  the  Council  is  to  continue  to  operate  its  pest  control  service 
efficiently. 


SWIMMING  BATHS 

f  - 

There  are  no  swimming  baths  in  the  area  to  which  the  general  public 
have  access  but  an  increasing  number  of  private  pools  are  being  constructed 
and  in  1973  it  is  envisaged  that  some  of  the  larger  parishes  will,  with  the 
aid  of  a  grant  from  central  government,  provide  learner  pools. 
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CARAVAN  SITES 


thP  following  list  shows  parish  by  parish  the  number  of  sites  in 

the  district  and  the  use  for  which  they  are  registered. 


Parish 

Acton  Bridge 

Allostock 

Anderton 

Bamton 

Crowton 

Cuddington 

Delamere 

Lach  Dennis 

Little  Budworth 

Marston 

Marton 

Moulton 

Nether  Peover 

Oakmere 

Rushton 

Weaverham 

Wincham 


Recreational 

2 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Residential 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 


Mixed 


1 


1 

2 


GYPSIES  AND  OTHER  ITINERANT  TRADERS 


95  visits  were  made  to  unauthorised  camping  sites  used  by  itinerants. 
The  traders  set  up  camp  in  groups  of  from  3  to  25  caravans  and  occupy  any 
suitable  roadside  verge  or  open  space.  Whilst  the  vans  can  be,  and  often 
ai>e»  excellent  condition,  these  sites  are  completely  lacking  in  basic 
sanitary  facilities  such  as  water,  drainage  or  sanitary  conveniences. 

At  times  the  main  deciding  factor  on  the  length  of  stay  would 
appear  to  be  cleanliness  of  the  site  or  rather  lack  of  it.  When  the  site 
is  vacated  the  department  is  often  involved  in  two  or  three  days’  work 
in  cleaning  up  the  areas  involved. 


ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

The  following  premises  were  granted  licences  after  inspection  by  a 
member  of  the  department  and  on  complying  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Cheshire  County  Fire  Officer  and  the  R.S.P.C.A.  Inspector. 

Hunt  Hill  Kennels,  Chester  Lane,  Marton 

Mount  Pleasant  Kennels,  The  Yeld,  Delamere 

Franbett  Kennels,  Chester  Road,  Oakmere 

Firth  Field  Kennels,  King  Street,  Rudheath 

Sualane  Kennels,  Cotebrook 

Blue  Grass  Kennels,  Little  Leigh 

The  Laurels,  Acton  Bridge  (Summer  months  only) 

Field  Farm,  Back  Lane,  Nether  Peover 


SCRAP  METAL  DEALERS 


There  are  eight  scrap  metal  dealers  carrying  on  businesses  within 
the  district. 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 


Four  applications  were  received  during  the  year  for  the  prior 
approval  of  chimney  heights  under  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1968.  Three  of 
the  applications  were  approved  but  the  fourth  was  refused  because  the 
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proposed  height  was  insufficient  to  meet  the  recommendations  contained 
in  the  memorandum  on  chimney  heights. 

A  complaint  was  received  by  the  department  of  dark  smoke  from  trade 
premises.  Investigation  revealed  that  plastic  sacks  were  being  burned 
on  open  land  at  the  rear  of  a  warehouse.  A  letter  warning  the  occupier 
that  he  was  committing  an  offence  resulted  in  the  sacks  being  disposed 
of  by  other  means  and  the  nuisance  has  not  recurred. 
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SECTION  V 

HOUSING 


hMn/?wV0t;i0n  "ndc'f,th6  Housing  Act,  1957  Has  resulted  in  8  houses 
being  placed  under  Demolition  Order  and  10  houses  being  closed. 

One  dwelling  previously  declared  unfit  had  the  Order  revoked  after 
works  had  been  carried  out  to  make  the  property  fit  for  habitation. 

There  were  no  Council  houses  built  during  the  year. 


Parish 


Demolished 


Private  Houses 

Built 


Acton  Bridge 

Allostock 

Anderton 

Bamton 

Bostock 

Byley 

Comberbach 

Crowton 

Cuddington 

Damhall 

Davenham 

De lamer e 

Hartford 

Lach  Dennis 

Little  Budworth 

Little  Leigh 

Los took  Gralam 

Marbury 

Mars ton 

Mart on 

Moulton 

Nether  Peover 

Oakmere 

Rudheath 

Rushton 

Sproston 

Stanthome 

Tarporley 

Utkinton 

Weaverham 

Whatcroft 

Wimboldsley 

Wincham 


Totals 


123 

1 

38 

1 

47 

11 

6 

22 

2 

21 

8 

9 


42 
7 

17 

1 

1 

5 

6 

43 


45 


463 


The  department  undertook  a  survey  of  the  district  during  the  year 
to  determine  the  condition  of  the  private  housing  stock.  The 
information  obtained  was  tabulated  in  the  seven  categories  suggested 
in  the  Department  of  the  Environment  Circular  No. 30/72,  as  follows 

Unfit  Dwellings 

1 .  In  areas  already  declared  under  Part  III 

Housing  Act,  1957  (Clearance  areas,  etc.)  Nil 

2.  In  other  areas  to  be  declared  under 
Part  III  Housing  Act,  1957 


Nil 
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Unfit  dwellings  (cont’d) 


3.  Not  in  Part  III  areas  82 

4.  Total  of  unfit  dwellings  82 

Dwellings  Not  Unfit 

5.  Up  to  12-point  standard  9844 

6.  Capable  of  improvement  to  12-point 

standard  80 5 

7.  Not  capable  of  improvement  to 

12-point  standard  Nil 


Total  dwellings  not  unfit  10,649 

The  total  number  of  unfit  dwellings  (82  -  including  39  already  the 
subject  of  a  Closing  or  Demolition  Order)  represented  a  mere  0.77%  of 
all  the  houses  in  private  ownership  and  this  was  felt  to  be  a  complim¬ 
entary  reflection  on  the  housing  stock  in  the  area. 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 


Joint  inspections  of  all  properties,  where  enquiries  for  grant  aid 
are  made,  continue  to  be  carried  out  by  this  department  and  the  Surveyor’s 
Department  and  382  inspections  were  made  during  the  year. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  formal  applications  received  and 
dealt  with  :- 


Applications 

received 

Approved 

Refused 

Work 

Completed 

Improvement  Grants 

116 

107 

9 

55 

Standard  Grants 

45 

43 

- 

32 

Special  Grants 

- 

- 

- 

- 

During  the  year  £31,935.18  was  paid  in  Improvement  Grants  and 
£6052.55  in  standard  grants. 

The  substantial  increase  in  the  number  of  enquiries  and  formal 
applications  received  can  no  doubt  be  attributed  to  the  fact  that  in  March 
the  district  was  designated  an  Intermediate  Development  area  under  the 
Housing  Act,  1971,  with  the  result  that  Improvement  Grant  Aid  was  raised 
from  50%  to  75%  of  the  approved  costs,  subject  to  a  maximum  figure  of 
£1,500. 


QUALIFICATION  CERTIFICATES 

In  August  the  new  Housing  Finance  Act  brought  about  procedural 
changes  for  converting  controlled  tenancies  into  regulated  tenancies 
where  a  dwelling  does  not  have  all  the  standard  amenities.  It  no  longer 
became  obligatory  for  a  landlord  to  obtain  a  Certificate  of  Provisional 
Approval  before  commencing  the  necessary  improvement  works  and  the 
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A  general 

o?1hreeeye»rCieS  aUt°Hatioally  «nt  region  wJthinTp^iod 

dealWthf-01'1"®  18  3  °f  Qualirloation  Certificate  applications 

Where  the  dwelling  satisfies  the  tonifying  cond.it inns 

10  applications  were  received  ana  dealt  with 

7  Certificates  of  Approval  were  issued 

2  applications  were  refused  because  of  disrepair  in  the 
properties  concerned 


Where  dwelling  does  not  have  all  the  Standard  Amenities 

8  applications  were  received 

6  Certificates  of  Provisional  Approval  were  issued 

1  application  was  refused  as  the  dwellings  concerned  did 
not  satisfy  the  qualifying  conditions. 
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SECTION  VI 


GENERAL 

The  increasing  use  of  containers  for  the  importation  of  foodstuffs 
means  that  inland  local  authorities  are  becoming  more  involved  in  the 
inspection  of  foodstuffs  which  are  allowed  to  proceed  to  their 
destination  unchecked  by  the  port  health  authorities.  Liaison  between 
the  authorities  is,  however,  excellent  but  inspection  imposes  a  strain 
on  the  department  * s  resources  because  it  necessitates  an  inspector 
being  present  when  the  seals  to  the  container  are  broken.  All 
containers  received  so  far  in  this  area  are  from  temperate  areas  but  if 
container  trade  with  the  tropics  increases  I  can  see  the  inspector 
having  to  deal  with  some  imported  tropical  insect  pests  in  the  future. 

Seven  licences  were  issued  to  Hawkers  of  Pood  under  the  Cheshire 
County  Council  Act,  1953,  although  it  is  practically  impossible  to  check 
on  every  vehicle  trading  within  the  district. 

An  invitation  was  received  from  the  South  Cheshire  Hospital 
Management  Committee  to  carry  out  periodic  hygiene  inspections  of 
hospital  catering  departments  and  this  has  been  done.  I  consider  the 
invitation  to  be  an  important  step  forward  because  until  the  invitation 
was  issued  hospital  kitchens  were  exempt  from  inspection  by  Public 
Health  Inspectors. 


FOOD  PREMISES 


The  list  below  gives  particulars  of  premises  concerned  with  the 
handling,  preparation  or  sale  of  food 


Butchers  27 
Fishmongers  10 
Grocers  (including  sweet  shops)  136 
Greengrocers  22 
Bakehouses  10 
Fried  Fish  Shops  10 
Restaurants  and  Cafes  17 
Food  Preparation  Premises, 

Schools,  Canteens,  Hospitals  42 
Licensed  Premises  67 


Total  341 


The  number  of  premises  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1 955 »  is  as  follows  s- 


Ice-Cream  manufacturers 

1 

Ice-Cream  dealers 

121 

Manufacturers  of  sausage 

or  meat  pies 

27 

149 


Total 


19 


FOOD  COMPLAINTS 


the  year  f^l0Wing  comPlaints  were  received  by  the  department  during 


1.  Dirty  milk  bottle 

2.  Unfit  frozen  beefsteak 


3»  Mouldy  processed  cheese 


4.  Contaminated  milk 


5-  Unfit  sausages 


-  Informal  action  -  dairy  cautioned. 

-  Inspection  confirmed  the  meat  to  be 
unfit  and  the  purchaser  was  advised 

to  contact  the  public  health  department 
in  the  area  where  the  meat  was  purchased. 

-  Investigations  revealed  that  the  cheese 
was  not  kept  under  refrigeration  and 
the  packet  had  no  storage  instructions. 
Manufacturer  agreed  to  include  these. 

-  Investigation  revealed  contamination 
of  2/3000  gallons  of  milk  by  detergent. 
Dairy  cautioned. 

-  Complaint  substantiated  but  unable  to 
prove  if  sausages  were  unfit  when 
purchased. 


OTHER  FOODS 

The  following  amounts  of  foodstuffs  were  surrendered  voluntarily  to 
the  department  during  the  year 


Carcase  meat  and  offal 
Cocked  tinned  neats 
*  Frozen  foodstuffs 
Other  foodstuffs 


102i  lbs. 
20^-  lbs, 
418  lbs, 
200  lbs, 


Total 


740f  lbs. 


*  Due  to  refrigerator  breakdown 


MILK 

The  County  Health  Department  sample  milk  and  submit  the  samples 
to  the  Public  Hea.lth  Laboratory  in  Chester.  Any  problems  encountered 
are  quickly  resolved  by  joint  discussions. 

There  are  58  premises  registered  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation) 
Regulations,  1963/5. 


The  laboratory  results  on  milk  samples  taken  are  tabulated  below 


r- 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

1 .  Methylene  Blue  Test 

273 

2.  Phosphatase  Test 

18 

- 

3.  Turbidity  Test 

7 

* 

1.  Measures  the  keeping  quality  of  the  milk 

2.  Measures  the  efficiency  of  pasteurisation 

3.  Measures  the  efficiency  of  sterilisation 
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MILK  (cont'd) 


Bulk 

— 

Individual 

Penicillin  0.05  i.u. (Satisfactory  result) 

97 

- 

Penicillin  0.05  i*u. 

- 

- 

Tubercular  Negative  (Satisfactory  result) 

9 

- 

Tubercular  Positive 

- 

Brucellosis 

No  cases  have  been  notified  to  the  department  during  the  year. 

There  were  4  premises  in  the  area,  retailing  some  1 66  gallons  daily 
of  untreated  milk,  and  the  following  samples  were  obtained  and  submitted 
for  Brucella  Abortus. 


Number 

Submitted 

Number 

Brucella 

Positive 

Bulk  samples 

17 

- 

Dealers'  Samples  (Herd) 

74 

- 

Individual  Cow  Samples 

88 

- 

Total 

179 

- — 

ICE-CREAM  (HEAT  TREATMENT )  REGULATIONS  1947  -  52 

The  one  ice-cream  manufacturer  in  the  district  maintained  a 
satisfactory  standard  throughout  the  year. 

FOOD  SAMPLING  UNDER  THE  FOOD  AMD  DRUGS  ACT.  1955 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  C.  Graham,  Divisional  Inspector,  Department 
of  Trading  Standards,  Cheshire  County  Council,  for  the  following 
information. 

A  total  of  88  samples  were  taken  during  the  year,  all  of  which  proved 
to  be  satisfactory. 

The  following  complaints  were  received  :- 


Complainant 

Nature  of  Complaint 

Private  Purchaser 

Baby  food  -  black  specks 

-  do  - 

Sliced  bread  - 
miscellaneous  dirt 

-  do  - 

Cod  portions  -  worms 

-  do  - 

Ice  Lolly  -  Insect 

-  do  - 

Milk  -  piece  of  glass 

-  do  - 

Milk  chocolate  cigarettes 
-  not  chocolate 

-  do  - 

Fruit  &  nuts-hair  &  fibres 

Remarks 

Manufacturer  informed 

Baker  cautioned 

Packer  cautioned 

Packer  cautioned 

Bottler  fined  £50 

Complaint  not 
substantiated 


Packer  cautioned 
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HEAT  INSPECTION 


quarterly  inspecti^n^of °theS  ^  ^  dlstrict  were  re-licensed  and 

t&tsrsa- ~ — 


"18,734  carcases  were  inspected  during  the  year  and  11  420  Ihq 
of  meat  was  voluntarily  surrendered  as  unfit  fof  h^  cl^ptiol' 


consequence^of  ^the^twTT  °f  °0n,plete  leases  condemned  is  a 
animals  for  *1^+  ?®r  slauShte^ouses  talcing  more  casualty 
animals  for  slaughter  and  m  some  way  reflects  the  high  cost  of  ^ 

slnu!h+Ck  ^eCJUS61  previously  some  oP  these  animals  would  have  been 
slaughtered  at  a  knacker’s  yard. 


Cattle 
exclud¬ 
ing  Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

No,  killed  &  inspected 

2646 

i 

29 

11 

1 

11,238 

4810 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 

TUBERCULOSIS  &,  CYSTERCERCI 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

4 

4 

64 

54 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

194 

4 

_ 

278 

116 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  &  cysticerci 

7.4$ 

27 .6$ 

36.4 1o 

3.1  % 

3-.  % 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 

- 

I 

- 

- 

- 

CYSTICERCOSIS 

- 

. -  j 

j 

- 

- 

DISPOSAL  OF  UNFIT  MEAT 

No  difficulties  were  experienced  in  the  disposal  of  unfit  meat, 
apart  from  a  reluctance  on  the  part  of  the  contractor  to  thoroughly 
sterilize  replacement  bins  and  of  the  vehicle  driver  to  lock  the 
vehicle  before  leaving  the  slaughterhouse.  Both  these  problems  were 
overcome  following  repeated  complaints  from  this  department. 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT.  1958 

14  licences  were  issued  to  competent  slaughtermen  under  the  above 

Act. 


POULTRY  PACKING  STATION 

An  inspector  continues  to  visit  the  station  daily  and  the  spotter 
system  started  in  197"!  is  working  satisfactorily. 

21,221  birds,  weighing  63, 941  lbs.  were  voluntarily  surrendered  as 
unfit  for  human  consumption. 
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The  experiment  of  injecting  chickens  with  a  4/  solution  of 
sodium  polyphosphate  has  now  been  abandoned  but  this  department  will 
be  informed  if  the  Company  propose  to  resume  the  practice. 

In  August  the  Slaughter  of  Poultry  (Humane  Conditions)  Regulations 
1971  gave  the  department  powers  to  ensure  the  humane  slaughter  of 
poultry  by  laying  down  standards  of  lighting  and  conditions  prior  to 
and  after  slaughter.  The  requirements  of  the  Regulations  were  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  Company  and  no  contraventions  were  noted. 


1. 

Number  of  registered  poultry  processing  premises 
within  the  district 

One 

2. 

Number  of  visits  made 

1 

0 

CD 

3. 

Number  of  birds  processed 

-  1,793,650 

4. 

Type  of  birds  processed 

Broilers 
Capons 
Guinea  Fowl 

5. 

Percentage  of  birds  rejected  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption 

-  1.2/o 

6. 

Weight  of  birds  rejected 

-  63,941  16s. 

7. 

Number  of  killing  days  per  week 

-  5 

) 

> 


> 

; 


